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(57) ABSTRACT

Various of the disclosed embodiments concern efficiency
improvements in wireless products. For example, some
embodiments specify profiles for regional and custom-speci-
fied operational constraints. The profiles may be retrieved
from across a network or stored locally upon the device. The
profiles may specify various configuration adjustments that
optimize the system’s performance. For example, when pos-
sible, some embodiments may allow the system to operate at
a lower power level and to thereby save energy. Various fac-
tors and conditions may be assessed in some embodiments
prior to adjusting the existing power configuration.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
ECONOMIZING POWER CONSUMPTION IN
WIRELESS PRODUCTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is entitled to the benefit of and claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/928,
960, entitled “METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR ECONO-
MIZING POWER CONSUMPTION IN WIRELESS PROD-
UCTS” filed Jan. 17, 2014, the contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety for all pur-
poses.

FIELD

Various of the disclosed embodiments concern power and/
or operational efficiency in wireless devices.

BACKGROUND

As the demand for wireless connectivity increases addi-
tional regulations and constraints are being imposed upon
wireless devices across a wider geographic and market spec-
trum. Many of these wireless devices provide only one or a
few possible configurations. Accordingly, these devices can-
not operate efficiently in all the existing operation environ-
ments, let alone adapt when the regulations are changed or
user preferences modified. Thus, there exists a need for effi-
cient, easily configured, and possibly automated systems to
adjust wireless device configurations to particular environ-
ments and regulations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

One or more embodiments of the present disclosure are
illustrated by way of example and not limitation in the figures
of'the accompanying drawings, in which like references indi-
cate similar elements.

FIG. 1 is a table depicting transmission power regulation
information for various jurisdictions as may apply in certain
of the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a table depicting transmission power regulation
information for various jurisdictions as may apply in certain
of the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a system-level block diagram of an example
system configured for one or more stimuli as may be imple-
mented in some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a system-level block diagram of various compo-
nents as may be implemented in some embodiments.

FIG. 5is aplot of current, voltage, and power consumption
relations in 802.11b/g/n modes as may be associated with
some embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a plot of current, voltage, and power consumption
relations in 802.11a/n/ac modes may be associated with some
embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram depicting various transmitter/
receiver power consumption control operations as may be
implemented in some embodiments.

FIG. 8 is aflow diagram depicting various power consump-
tion control operations using profiles as may be implemented
in some embodiments.

FIG. 9 is aflow diagram depicting various power consump-
tion control operations as may be implemented in some
embodiments.
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FIG. 10 is a table depicting various current and power
levels for various channels as may be associated with some
embodiments.

FIG. 11 is a table depicting various current and power
levels for various channels as may be associated in some
embodiments.

FIG. 12 is a plot of the DC power consumption for various
channels in 802.11g mode as may be associated with some
embodiments.

FIG. 13 is a plot of the DC power consumption for various
channels in 802.11n mode as may be associated with some
embodiments.

FIG. 14 is a bar plot depicting various power consumption
levels for various channels as may be associated with some
embodiments.

FIG. 15 is a plot of the DC power consumption for various
channels as may be associated with some embodiments.

FIG. 16 shows a diagrammatic representation of a machine
in the example form of a computer system within which a set
of instructions for causing the machine to perform one or
more of the methodologies discussed herein may be executed.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the logic and
process steps illustrated in the various flow diagrams dis-
cussed below may be altered in a variety of ways. For
example, the order of the logic may be rearranged, substeps
may be performed in parallel, illustrated logic may be omit-
ted, other logic may be included, etc. One will recognize that
certain steps may be consolidated into a single step and that
actions represented by a single step may be alternatively
represented as a collection of substeps. The figures are
designed to make the disclosed concepts more comprehen-
sibleto ahuman reader. Those skilled in the art will appreciate
that actual data structures used to store this information may
differ from the figures and/or tables shown, in that they, for
example, may be organized in a different manner; may con-
tain more or less information than shown; may be com-
pressed, scrambled and/or encrypted; etc. One will recognize
that various of the operations performed at a device may be
performed at any point in its operation (e.g., at boot, follow-
ing initialization, during steady-state operations, etc.).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments of the present disclosure include
systems and methods for improving efficiency of wireless
systems. For example, a wireless WLAN device may adjust
the bias point of one or more amplifiers based upon channel
preferences and relevant regional regulatory requirements.
Regulations in the United States may differ greatly than regu-
lations in e.g., Saudi Arabia. Accordingly, in some embodi-
ments, the wireless system may retrieve and/or consult pro-
files specifying suitable operating conditions for its current
geographic and/or operational circumstances.

Various example embodiments will now be described. The
following description provides certain specific details for a
thorough understanding and enabling description of these
examples. One skilled in the relevant technology will under-
stand, however, that the invention may be practiced without
many of these details. Likewise, one skilled in the relevant
technology will also understand that the invention may
include many other obvious features not described in detail
herein. Additionally, some well-known structures or func-
tions may not be shown or described in detail below, to avoid
unnecessarily obscuring the relevant descriptions of the vari-
ous examples.

The terminology used below is to be interpreted in its
broadest reasonable manner, even though it is being used in
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conjunction with a detailed description of certain specific
examples of the invention. Indeed, certain terms may even be
emphasized below; however, any terminology intended to be
interpreted in any restricted manner will be overtly and spe-
cifically defined as such in this Detailed Description section.
System Topology Overview for Delivering/Running Appli-
cations

Various of the disclosed embodiments concern systems
and methods to improve power consumption in, e.g., a
WLAN device based upon the operating channel and/or the
regional settings of the device. The WLAN protocol may
require a linear RF power amplifier to amplify complex
modulation signals (such as 64/256QAM). In order to have
linear operation the power amplifier may need to operate in,
e.g., the Class-A/AB mode. Operating in this mode may
consume considerable DC Power (e.g., due to the bias point
being at the middle of the AC load line).

Due to various regulatory requirements (e.g., the FCC, CE,
etc.) some systems may not be allowed to transmit the same
transmit powers on all channels. For example, in North
America (FCC), the transmit power of Channels 1 and 11 in
the 2.4 GHz band may be limited by FCC regulations to 3-9
dB. In contrast, the middle channels 2-10 may be allowed to
operate in a different range, e.g., a higher range. Various of the
disclosed embodiments contemplate reducing power in
Channels 1 & 11 to reduce amplifier DC power dissipation.

As another example, in response to FCC limits some
embodiments can transmit low power in channels 36-64
(EIRP=23 dBm) and high power in channels 149-165
(EIRP=36 dBm) in the 5 GHz range. Absent the power ampli-
fier biasing adjustments of the disclosed embodiments, the
system may dissipate a similar amount of DC power for both
channel ranges 36-64 & 149-165. In contrast, various of the
disclosed embodiments may reduce DC power dissipation
based upon the selected channel. As the regulations may be
region-based, various embodiments may include a plurality
ofprofiles addressing the constraints imposed by each region,
as discussed in greater detail herein. These profiles may be
included with the device when manufactured, or installed
manually or over a network at a subsequent time.

FIG. 1 is a table 100 depicting transmission power regula-
tion information for various jurisdictions as may apply in
certain of the disclosed embodiments. For example, in the
United States the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) dictates that the 2.4-2.4835 GHz frequency range have
a maximum power of 1 watt, while the 5.470-5.725 GHz
frequency range have a maximum power of only 250 milli-
watts. While Canada and Taiwan impose similar restrictions
on the 2.4-2.4835 GHz and 5.470-5.725 GHz frequency
ranges, China instead requires a 100 mW or 500 mw upper
bound for the 2.4-2.4835 GHz frequency range depending
upon the gain level. FIG. 2 is a table 200 depicting transmis-
sion power regulation information for various jurisdictions as
may apply in certain of the disclosed embodiments. As indi-
cated, Japan and Korea also impose different restrictions for
the 2.4-2.4835 GHz and 5.470-5.725 GHz frequency ranges
than in the United States. Additionally, these jurisdictions
base the maximum power on an incremental cap determined
by the frequency of the receiving device, (e.g. 10 mW per
additional 1 MHz in Korea until 20 MHz and then 5 mW per
additional 1 MHz until reaching 40 MHz). At present, China
does not use the 5.15 GHz-5.35 GHz bands. Accordingly, in
some embodiments discussed below, the profiles will be
adjusted or updated to reflect the availability of these bands
once they are approved.

While these jurisdictional requirements alone impose con-
siderable complications to efficient transmitter operation,
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operators within each jurisdiction may impose additional
requirements. For example, operators may desire to limit
transmitter functionality in certain locations of a facility dur-
ing particular times of day or within the presence/absence of
certain devices. Abiding by operator preferences and regional
regulation requirements while simultaneously addressing
transmitter efficiency can be a daunting task. Various embodi-
ments contemplate methods and system-level organizational
approaches which can facilitate efficient, effective, and rela-
tively easy configuration by an operator or an automated
system to meet these operational goals.

FIG. 3 is a system-level block diagram of an example
system 300 configured for one or more stimuli as may be
implemented in some embodiments. The example system
300, may be, e.g., a wireless access point, router, relay, mobile
device, etc. A processor 310 may receive a plurality of stimuli
305a-f. The stimuli 305a-f and/or action to be taken based
thereon may be specified in a profile as described in greater
detail herein. The processor 310 may be in communication
with a WLAN transceiver 315 via bus 345. The transceiver
315 may generate communications signals which are ampli-
fied by power amplifier 325 and transmitted via transmit/
receive switch 330 across antenna 335. Incoming signals may
be received by the antenna 335 and conveyed to low noise
amplifier 340 via switch 330. Low noise amplifier 340 may
amplify the signal and convey it to transceiver 315, where the
signal is passed across the bus 345 to processor 310 for
processing.

The stimuli provided to the processor 310 may include
regional-based power control 305a, regulatory-based power
control 3055, temperature measurements 305¢, auto-channel
based power control 305d, user-defined power control 305e,
frequency-based power control 305, etc. These stimuli may
be used, in conjunction with a profile, to determine the appro-
priate operating conditions for the system 300, e.g., the opera-
tion of power amplifier 325, transceiver 315, etc. For
example, the 802.11 power management operations (such as
a sleep time or mode) and current levels of the power ampli-
fiers in the system may be adjusted based on a comparison of
one or more stimuli values with a profile’s criteria (e.g.,
processor 310 may use acc adjustable/variable power supply
320 to adjust the current levels of power amplifier 325). As
another example, if the profile specifies a first bias for a first
channel and a second bias for a second channel, the system
may adopt the second bias after consulting the profile follow-
ing a transition stimulus from the first channel to the second
channel. The profile may be used to weight various of the
stimuli values and to select a course of action based thereon.
For example, the system may consider the scaled values in
isolation, or as a weighted average.

FIG. 4 is a system-level block diagram of various compo-
nents as may be implemented in some embodiments. The
system 400 may be the same as system 300 in some embodi-
ments (e.g., various modules such as the “region select” mod-
ule 415 may be run as software on processor 310). Accord-
ingly, the wireless device 405 may be a WLAN system, e.g. a
router, wireless access point, USB peripheral, or the like. The
device 405 may be in communication with a configuration
server 455 via a network 410, e.g., a cloud-based system
and/or the Internet. In some embodiments, the system 400 is
a standalone system and operates without a network connec-
tion (and may instead, e.g., receive user input directly regard-
ing profile data and regional information).

The wireless device 405 may include a region selection
module 415 and a frequency adjustment module 430. In some
embodiments, the region selection module 415 and the fre-
quency adjustment module 430 may receive configuration
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data from the server 455. For example, the server may indi-
catethe location of the system 400 to the region select module
415. The frequency adjustment module 430 and the region
selection module 415 may convey the information to a cali-
bration selector 440. The calibration selector 440 may select
one or more profiles from a plurality of profiles 450a-c. High
and low voltage configurations 415 (and in some embodi-
ments many more than these binary states) may be provided
to DC-DC current component 425. The calibration selector
440 may adjust one or more operational amplifiers 435a-b
directly or via DC-DC current component 425. Adjustment of
a bias point associated with one or more amplifiers 435a-b
may reduce DC power dissipation while still permitting suit-
able operation within a desired frequency range.

The profiles 450a-c may specify the bias points for ampli-
fiers 435a-bbased on one or more desired frequency ranges of
operation, user preferences, and/or regional specifications.
For example, the profiles 450a-c may specify a particular
device configuration based upon the desired operating chan-
nel and/or regional setting (and the corresponding regulation
requirements) given one or more stimuli. Note that the pro-
files may specity different power levels for different channels.
The profiles 450a-¢ may be installed in the device 405 at the
time of manufacture in some embodiments, or may be down-
loaded from configuration server 455. In some embodiments,
the device 405 may determine its geographic location based
upon an Internet Protocol (IP) address dynamically assigned
to the device 405 (e.g., by consulting a gateway server) or
based upon configuration and/or installation information pro-
vided by a user.

FIG. 5 is a plot 500 of current, voltage, and power con-
sumption relations in 802.11b/g/n modes as may be associ-
ated with some embodiments. Particularly, current and volt-
age may vary as depicted by a first relation 505 and a second
relation 510. As depicted, a system adopting a configuration
effecting the first relation 505 may consume an additional
watt (power=currentxvoltage) of power as compared to the
second configuration 510. Thus, various embodiments pro-
vide profile configurations that facilitate operation in the sec-
ond relation 510 rather than the first relation 505 whenever
possible.

FIG. 6 is a plot 600 of current, voltage, and power con-
sumption relations in 802.11a/n/ac modes may be associated
with some embodiments. Particularly, current and voltage
may adjust as depicted by a first relation 605 and a second
relation 610. As depicted, a system adopting a configuration
effecting the first relation 605 may consume an additional
0.72 watts (power=currentxvoltage) of power as compared to
the second configuration 610. Thus, various embodiments
provide profile configurations that facilitate operation in the
second relation 610 rather than the first relation 605 whenever
possible.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram depicting various transmitter/
receiver power consumption control operations as may be
implemented in some embodiments. At block 705 the system
may monitor various factors, e.g. the Received Signal
Strength Indication (RSSI) from all stations, system or ambi-
ent temperature, etc. (e.g., consider the factors 3054-f). The
monitoring may occur periodically or aperiodically and may
or may not be part of standard processes of 802.11 beacon/
frame transmission and receipt. At block 710, the system may
also verity that the transmission power used is appropriate for
the current mix of stations. Though separated for clarity, one
will recognize that this determination may be included in the
factors monitored at block 705. The current mix of stations
may correspond to the “stimuli” in this example.
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At block 715, the system may determine whether the cur-
rent power allocation is acceptable based upon the factors
and/or station assessment. Acceptability may be determined
based upon a plurality of criterion, e.g., power levels pre-
ferred by a user, preferred communication ranges and quality
of service, the conditions of one or more service level agree-
ments, a channel to bias correspondence, regional location,
etc. Even if the power is acceptable, e.g., if it satisfies a
required or preferred number of the criterion, at block 720 the
system may still determine if the temperature and/or power
consumption may be reduced. For example, if a satisfactory
number of the criterion from block 715 may still be satisfied
atalower power level, the system may consider transitioning
to block 725. Otherwise, if the power is acceptable and the
adjustments of block 720 are not to be performed, the system
may return to monitoring at blocks 705 and 710.

If the power level is unacceptable to meet the criterion of
block 715, or if an adjustment is determined to be appropriate
at block 720, the system may transition to block 725 and
determine if it is acceptable to change the power level at this
time. For example, even though the system’s current opera-
tion may exceed or fall short of a desired criterion, the current
moment may not be suitable for making an adjustment. The
system may be meeting a temporary service criterion (e.g.,
operating at a higher power during a busy part of the workday)
that takes precedence to more efficient operation. The condi-
tions, criteria, and factors to monitor in each of blocks 705-
725 may be specified in whole or in part by a profile in some
embodiments.

If it is acceptable to make a power adjustment at this time
at block 725, then at block 730 the system may run power
optimization algorithms for the stations. At block 735, the
system may select a transmission and/or reception power
level suitable for all or some (e.g., a majority) of the stations.
At block 740, the system may adjust the appropriate settings,
e.g., the parameters of variable power supply 320 or amplifier
325. Such adjustments may be in accordance with local regu-
latory requirement as confirmed, e.g., by one or more profiles.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram depicting various power consump-
tion control operations 800 using profiles as may be imple-
mented in some embodiments. At block 805 the system, e.g.,
device 300 may determine its regional status. This status may
be hard coded in the device, inferred from an IP address,
provided by a user, etc. At block 810, the system may deter-
mine an operating channel status. For example, a user may
have specified the desired channels of operation, or the sys-
tem may have inferred the channels based upon local regula-
tions (e.g., as specified in a previously retrieved profile),
available frequencies, desired operation, etc.

At block 815, the device may retrieve one or more profiles
based upon the regional status and/or the operating channel
status. As discussed, these profiles may be, e.g., preinstalled
onthe device, may be downloaded by request from a server, or
may be periodically updated automatically. Each profile may
specify one or more operating configurations, e.g., bias points
for one or more linear operational amplifiers, and may do so
in correlation with one or more stimuli values or ranges. At
block 820 the system may select one or more profiles based
upon the regional status, operating channel status, an opera-
tional configuration of the device (e.g., user-specified desire
to operate in a low-power configuration), and/or one or more
device-specific characteristics. For example, the profiles may
be used for a family of devices and this particular device may
need to tailor the application of the profile to its particular
capabilities and circumstances.

At block 825, the device may adjust various configuration
settings based upon the profile. For example, the system may
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adjust a bias point on one or more amplifiers to reduce energy
loss. In some regions, the device may only be permitted to
operate in a lower frequency than its entire potential range.
Rather than operating the amplifiers so that they may operate
in both ranges, the adjustment may reduce operation to only
the allowed range, and power dissipation may be reduced in
consequence. In some embodiments, users may also specify
power profiles to reduce power during certain times of day or
when the device is located in a particular location of a build-
ing or other environment.

Atblock 830, the device may monitor internal and/or exter-
nal conditions to determine if reassessment is necessary. For
example, the system may consult an internal timetable speci-
fied by a user and adjust the behavior based thereon. As
another example, regulatory changes by local governments
may be pushed from the server to the device, e.g., via the
profile, and the device may reconsider the profiles to deter-
mine if a more appropriate configuration, e.g., such as the
amplifier bias points, should be adopted.

FIG. 9 is aflow diagram depicting various power consump-
tion control operations as may be implemented in some
embodiments. At block 905, the system may be powered on,
either manually by a user or automatically via, e.g., an inter-
nal or external timer. At block 910, the system may present an
automatic channel selection code used for a wireless inter-
face. The selection code may run upon a host processor or
upon a wireless module of a wireless access point and may
identify each channel the access point should operate on for
each wireless interface. For example for dual band APs, there
may be one or two instances of the selection code running to
pick the channel for each band. The selection code may per-
mit the user to specify a desired channel selection. In some
embodiments, the selection may be specified automatically
by a profile.

At block 915, the system may read optimization criteria,
e.g., from a profile, or as specified by the manufacturer and/or
user. At block 920, the system may collect the WLAN and
non-WLAN information on all the candidate channels. This
information may include, e.g., the number and type of sta-
tions to be associated with each channel, the interference on
the channel, power levels, WLAN activity (a number of APs,
how busy they are, etc.), a spectral mask of WL AN signals,
TX power level on different channels, non-WLAN activity
(baby monitor, microwave, etc.) etc. The power may vary due
to regulatory and/or hardware limitations.

Atblock 925, the system may run one or more optimization
algorithms, e.g., a weighted sum of each grade for each opti-
mization criteria, weighted square summation of each opti-
mization criteria, etc. The system may calculate a grade, or
metric, for each channel, and then based upon the grades the
preferred channel(s) may be selected. The grade may be cal-
culated for overlapping and/or non-overlapping channels in
some embodiments. For each WLAN OBSS a negative grade
may be added based upon the magnitude of the overlapping
part of the spectrum mask of the OBSS. A spectral mask
measurement may include the effect of a nominal BSS on a
neighboring BSS’ adjacent channels in the frequency domain
using a spectral mask as defined in the 802.11 specification.
The WLAN activity, e.g., the number of APs on different
channels, may be calculated using a deep scan. The percent-
age of activity on each channel may also be measured. If the
overlapping part of the mask is smaller than a threshold, no
negative grade may be added. A negative grade may be added
in proportion to the amount of noise present on a channel. If
the noise is above a certain threshold, the channel may not be
used in some embodiments. A positive grade may be added
based upon the maximum transmit power in each channel.
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Once a cumulative grade has been created for each channel, a
total or partial ordering of the channels may be created.

As mentioned, the metric for each channel based upon the
above parameters may be a weighted sum. The weight for
each parameter may depend upon the hardware and software
characteristics of the access point or of the STAs to be ser-
viced. For example some wireless designs may be more prone
to noise from non-WLAN interference while others may be
more prone to a strong overlapping signal that may saturate
the radio, etc.

The type of traffic serviced may also affect the weights
used in the grading system. Delay sensitive traffic (VoIP,
video, gaming) may suffer more from intermittent noise or
interference while non-real-time traffic (file transfer, email,
etc.) is less affected.

At block 930, the system may select a channel for each
WLAN module, e.g., using the partial or total ordering deter-
mined above. At block 935, the system may adjust WLAN
parameters based upon collected statistics from an Active
Channel Selection (ACS) or driver. Parameters such as trans-
mit power and receive sensitivity may be adjusted based on
the amount of interference and type of service. The selected
transmit power may be used to adjust power amplifier param-
eters to achieve the best power consumption or best transmit
signal quality. The best power consumption and the best
transmit signal quality may be based upon the requirement
and the channel status. The adjustment may be performed via
a software command changing one or more of wireless hard-
ware settings, toggling an I/O line, adjusting a voltage or bias
current, etc. At block 940, the system may wait for the channel
selection period, either as automatically specified or as deter-
mined by the user. At block 945, the system may update the
WLAN and/or non-WLAN information (interference such as
baby monitors, microwave ovens, and other noise sources
determined, e.g., using spectral analysis) on all or a subset of
the candidate channels. At block 950, the system may deter-
mine if the statistics are acceptable. At block 955, the system
may determine if a channel switch condition is satisfied, and
if so, proceed to run a new round of optimizations at block
925. Otherwise, the system may return to block 940.

FIG.101is a table 1000 depicting various current and power
levels for various channels as may be associated with some
embodiments. FIG. 11 is a table 1100 depicting various cur-
rent and power levels for various channels as may be associ-
ated with some embodiments. FIG. 12 is a plot 1200 of the DC
power consumption for various channels in 802.11g mode as
may be associated with some embodiments. FIG. 13 is a plot
1300 of the DC power consumption for various channels in
802.11n mode as may be associated with some embodiments.
FIG. 14 is a bar plot 1400 depicting various power consump-
tion levels for various channels as may be associated with
some embodiments. FIG. 15 is a plot 1500 of the DC power
consumption for various channels as may be associated with
some embodiments.

Computer System

FIG. 16 is ablock diagram of a computer system as may be
used to implement certain features of some of the embodi-
ments. Though generally presented herein as an access point
or router, the computer system may be a server computer, a
client computer, a personal computer (PC), a user device, a
tablet PC, a laptop computer, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a wireless access point, a cellular telephone, an
iPhone, an iPad, a Blackberry, a processor, a telephone, a web
appliance, a network router, switch or bridge, a console, a
hand-held console, a (hand-held) gaming device, a music
player, any portable, mobile, hand-held device, wearable
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device, or any machine capable of executing a set of instruc-
tions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to be taken
by that machine.

The computing system 1600 may include one or more
central processing units (“processors”) 1605, memory 1610,
input/output devices 1625 (e.g., keyboard and pointing
devices, touch devices, display devices), storage devices
1620 (e.g., disk drives), and network adapters 1630 (e.g.,
network interfaces) that are connected to an interconnect
1615. The interconnect 1615 is illustrated as an abstraction
that represents any one or more separate physical buses, point
to point connections, or both connected by appropriate
bridges, adapters, or controllers. The interconnect 1615,
therefore, may include, for example, a system bus, a Periph-
eral Component Interconnect (PCI) bus or PCI-Express bus,
a HyperTransport or industry standard architecture (ISA) bus,
a small computer system interface (SCSI) bus, a universal
serial bus (USB), IIC (12C) bus, or an Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) standard 1394 bus, also
called “Firewire”.

The memory 1610 and storage devices 1620 are computer-
readable storage media that may store instructions that imple-
ment at least portions of the various embodiments. In addi-
tion, the data structures and message structures may be stored
or transmitted via a data transmission medium, e.g., a signal
on a communications link. Various communications links
may be used, e.g., the Internet, a local area network, a wide
area network, or a point-to-point dial-up connection. Thus,
computer readable media can include computer-readable
storage media (e.g., “non-transitory” media) and computer-
readable transmission media.

The instructions stored in memory 1610 can be imple-
mented as software and/or firmware to program the proces-
sor(s) 1605 to carry out actions described above. In some
embodiments, such software or firmware may be initially
provided to the processing system 1600 by downloading it
from a remote system through the computing system 1600
(e.g., via network adapter 1630).

The various embodiments introduced herein can be imple-
mented by, for example, programmable circuitry (e.g., one or
more microprocessors) programmed with software and/or
firmware, or entirely in special-purpose hardwired (non-pro-
grammable) circuitry, or in a combination of such forms.
Special-purpose hardwired circuitry may be in the form of,
for example, one or more ASICs, PLDs, FPGAs, etc.
Remarks

The above description and drawings are illustrative and are
not to be construed as limiting. Numerous specific details are
described to provide a thorough understanding of the disclo-
sure. However, in certain instances, well-known details are
not described in order to avoid obscuring the description.
Further, various modifications may be made without deviat-
ing from the scope of the embodiments.

Reference in this specification to “one embodiment” or “an
embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment
is included in at least one embodiment of the disclosure. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative embodi-
ments mutually exclusive of other embodiments. Moreover,
various features are described which may be exhibited by
some embodiments and not by others. Similarly, various
requirements are described which may be requirements for
some embodiments but not for other embodiments.

The terms used in this specification generally have their
ordinary meanings in the art, within the context of the disclo-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

sure, and in the specific context where each term is used.
Certain terms that are used to describe the disclosure are
discussed above, or elsewhere in the specification, to provide
additional guidance to the practitioner regarding the descrip-
tion of the disclosure. For convenience, certain terms may be
highlighted, for example using italics and/or quotation marks.
The use of highlighting has no influence on the scope and
meaning of a term; the scope and meaning of a term is the
same, in the same context, whether or not it is highlighted. It
will be appreciated that the same thing can be said in more
than one way. One will recognize that “memory” is one form
of a “storage” and that the terms may on occasion be used
interchangeably.

Consequently, alternative language and synonyms may be
used for any one or more of the terms discussed herein, nor is
any special significance to be placed upon whether or not a
term is elaborated or discussed herein. Synonyms for certain
terms are provided. A recital of one or more synonyms does
not exclude the use of other synonyms. The use of examples
anywhere in this specification including examples of any term
discussed herein is illustrative only, and is not intended to
further limit the scope and meaning of the disclosure or of any
exemplified term. Likewise, the disclosure is not limited to
various embodiments given in this specification.

Without intent to further limit the scope of the disclosure,
examples of instruments, apparatus, methods and their
related results according to the embodiments of the present
disclosure are given above. Note that titles or subtitles may be
used in the examples for convenience of a reader, which in no
way should limit the scope of the disclosure. Unless other-
wise defined, all technical and scientific terms used herein
have the same meaning as commonly understood by one of
ordinary skill in the art to which this disclosure pertains. In
the case of conflict, the present document, including defini-
tions will control.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method on a wireless device
for adjusting the wireless device’s power configuration, the
method comprising:

determining a regional location of the wireless device;

selecting a profile based upon the regional location, the

profile comprising a first criterion;

determining that a current power configuration of the wire-

less device fails to meet the first criterion based upon a
plurality of stimuli;

determining that applying a power configuration adjust-

ment at a particular time is acceptable;

determining an optimized power configuration for the

wireless device, the optimized power configuration indi-
cating a power level suitable for a plurality of stations in
communication with the wireless device, the optimized
power configuration determined based upon the selected
profile; and

adjusting the power configuration based upon the opti-

mized power configuration at the particular time.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the profile indicates a regulatory transmission constraint
associated with the regional location.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
determining a regional location of the wireless device com-
prises determining an Internet Protocol address associated
with the wireless device or an Internet Protocol address asso-
ciated with a device in communication with the wireless
device.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
selecting a profile comprises sending the regional location to
a server and receiving the profile from the server.
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5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the criterion comprises a restriction on a range of at least one
of the stimuli.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the stimuli comprises one or more of ranges associated with a
plurality of stations, regulatory based power control informa-
tion, user defined power control data, data transferred to a
plurality of stations, the RSSI of a plurality of stations, and a
temperature of at least a portion of the wireless device.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the profile comprises a plurality of rules, the rules indicating
correspondences between power configurations and ranges
associated with a plurality of criterion.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 7, the
method further comprising retrieving the profile from across
a network.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the optimized power configuration comprises an amplifier
bias point different from an amplifier bias point associated
with the current power configuration.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the profile specifies different power levels for differ-
ent channels.

11. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing instructions configured to cause one or more computer
systems to perform a method comprising:

determining a regional location of the wireless device;

selecting a profile based upon the regional location, the

profile comprising a first criterion;

determining that a current power configuration of the wire-

less device fails to meet the first criterion based upon a
plurality of stimuli;

determining that applying a power configuration adjust-

ment at a particular time is acceptable;

determining an optimized power configuration for the

wireless device, the optimized power configuration indi-
cating a power level suitable for a plurality of stations in
communication with the wireless device, the optimized
power configuration determined based upon the selected
profile; and

adjusting the power configuration based upon the opti-

mized power configuration at the particular time.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, wherein determining a regional location of the
wireless device comprises determining an Internet Protocol
address associated with the wireless device or an Internet
Protocol address associated with a device in communication
with the wireless device.
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13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, the method further comprising retrieving the profile
from across a network.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, wherein the profile comprises a plurality of rules,
the rules indicating correspondences between power configu-
rations and ranges associated with a plurality of criterion.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 11, wherein the optimized power configuration com-
prises an amplifier bias point different from an amplifier bias
point associated with the current power configuration.

16. A computer system comprising:

at least one processor;

at least one memory comprising instructions configured to

cause the at least one processor to perform a method

comprising:

determining a regional location of the wireless device;

selecting a profile based upon the regional location, the
profile comprising a first criterion;

determining that a current power configuration of the
wireless device fails to meet the first criterion based
upon a plurality of stimuli;

determining that applying a power configuration adjust-
ment at a particular time is acceptable;

determining an optimized power configuration for the
wireless device, the optimized power configuration
indicating a power level suitable for a plurality of
stations in communication with the wireless device,
the optimized power configuration determined based
upon the selected profile; and

adjusting the power configuration based upon the opti-
mized power configuration at the particular time.

17. The computer system of claim 16, wherein determining
a regional location of the wireless device comprises deter-
mining an Internet Protocol address associated with the wire-
less device or an Internet Protocol address associated with a
device in communication with the wireless device.

18. The computer system of claim 16, the method further
comprising retrieving the profile from across a network.

19. The computer system of claim 16, wherein the profile
comprises a plurality of rules, the rules indicating correspon-
dences between power configurations and ranges associated
with a plurality of criterion.

20. The computer system of claim 16, wherein the opti-
mized power configuration comprises an amplifier bias point
different from an amplifier bias point associated with the
current power configuration.
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